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NOT VOTING—2
Lautenberg Rubio

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

——————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:33 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN).

———

SAFE COMMUNITIES, SAFE
SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013—MOTION
TO PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROBERTS. I ask unanimous con-
sent to proceed as in morning business
for 15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Kansas is recog-
nized.

(The remarks of Mr. ROBERTS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 677 are
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located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. ROBERTS. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip.

STABBING AT LONE STAR COLLEGE

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
have a couple matters I wish to dis-
cuss, but before I get to that, we have
been advised—through the news
media—that there have been multiple
victims who have been injured during a
stabbing attack at the Lone Star Col-
lege CyFair campus in Texas. One per-
son has been taken into custody.

Unfortunately, this is the second
time, in a short period of time, that
the Lone Star College campus has been
struck with acts of senseless violence,
and I think it is appropriate to say
here and now that our thoughts and
prayers are with the victims and their
families. We hope law enforcement
does its typically good job and finds
those responsible to make sure those
who are responsible are prosecuted to
the fullest extent of the law.

BORDER SECURITY

Madam President, I wish to remind
my colleagues that if they don’t know
where they are going, then they will
probably never know when they get
there. Stated another way: If you don’t
measure the size of a problem, you will
never know how close or how far you
are away from solving it. It seems like
common sense. But since 2010, the De-
partment of Homeland Security has
used the metric or the measuring stick
of operational control to determine
how successful it is about detaining
those who cross our southwestern bor-
der illegally. This is a matter of basic
public safety since we know drug car-
tels, human traffickers, and other
criminals regularly exploit this porous
southwestern border in order to do
their dastardly deeds.

For some reason, the Department of
Homeland Security has dropped this
metric or measuring stick of oper-
ational control altogether, and so far
they have yet to replace it with some
other measuring stick or some other
way to determine how successful or un-
successful they have been. It has lit-
erally been 3 years since the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has had a
functional measurement of border se-
curity.

Again, this is about public safety.
This is about deterring and stopping
criminals and others who come across
the border to deal in drugs or in human
lives. During this same time period,
the Government Accountability Office
has reported that the Department of
Homeland Security had achieved oper-
ational control—this was about 3 years
ago—of less than 45 percent of the
southwestern border.

The Los Angeles Times wrote a story
recently that showed between October
2012 and January of 2013, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security failed to
apprehend at least 50 percent of the
people who attempted to cross the bor-
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der without proper paperwork; in other
words, illegal border crossers.

I think, by any measure, whether one
is a Democrat or Republican, Inde-
pendent, no matter what your political
stripes, this is unacceptable, and we
need to do better.

BEarlier today, I introduced legisla-
tion that would require the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security officials to
verify how much operational security
we actually have along our borders.
The Border Security Results Act of
2013 would also require the Department
of Homeland Security to develop a
comprehensive strategy—something we
have been missing for a long time—for
achieving operational control of every
single border sector.

My State has 1,200 miles of common
border with Mexico. We know that
much of the illegal activity does not
even start in Mexico but comes up
through Central America. People
around the world know that if they can
get to Central America and pay the
human smugglers enough, they can
make their way into the United States.
Even though we have beefed up the
Border Patrol, the Department of
Homeland Security, and applied new
detection techniques so our border is
more secure than it was, last year
alone 360,000 people were detained by
coming across the southern border. If
we believe the Los Angeles Times
story, which I think rings true, at least
twice that many people actually
tried—half were detained, half made it
across.

This bill would define operational
control as a threshold in which U.S.
authorities in a given sector are appre-
hending at least 90 percent of the peo-
ple who are coming across, and it
would require the Department of
Homeland Security to gain full situa-
tional awareness through technology,
boots on the ground, and results-based
metrics.

Metrics is just a fancy word. It is a
measuring stick. It is a yardstick. Not
only do we need to talk about the num-
bers, we need to talk about the very
human tragedy associated with these
numbers and inadequate border secu-
rity.

As I said, a porous United States-
Mexican border also encourages drug
and sex traffickers, including all sorts
of criminals who prey on children, the
weak, and the vulnerable. By gaining
operational control of our borders, we
can save lives and protect innocent
human life.

We can also safeguard the basic prop-
erty rights and civil rights of people
who live along the border while we re-
spect those who play by the rules and
who are now trying to pursue their
American dream as legal immigrants
to the United States. This is not de-
signed to deter people who want to
play by the rules and who want to
enter this country to work and provide
for their family according to the law of
the land and seek to achieve their
American dream.
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